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The Moment When Walking Becomes Dancing

In  o u R  t h i R d  y e A R , we have continued our mission to 
bring our students, members and participants closer to the 

juncture of knowing and sensing. Specifically, we achieved the 
move of our Learning Center into a larger space, we achieved 
the move of our Families’ garden into a landmark city plot, 
we increased our Learning Center enrollment and scholarship 
fund, we strengthened key partnerships, we launched another 
after school arts enrichment program and we continue to bear 
witness to students, members and participants demonstrating 
increased growth and empowerment. These accomplishments 
are affirmation that at Creating Landscapes, on any day, at any 
moment, a walk could become a dance.

Looking ahead, the Creating Landscapes Learning Corporation’s 
board of directors resolved to commit to the following endeavors 
for our fourth year:

Work to give more definition to the role of our cherished 
partners, definition that clarifies our responsibilities to one 
another; 

Revisit the role and substance of venue plans and introduce 
the concept of venue action plans and monthly venue reports 
in an effort to:

• Clarify each venue’s short-term and long-term goals,

• Regularly ensure that those goals are in unity with the 
 corporate mission, and

• Increase our capacity for undertaking responsible assessment  
 with regard to sustainability.

The need for ongoing strengthening of our financial foundation 
and opportunities for increasing our community presence persist. 
However, our 2014 endeavors support our moving out of our 
infancy and into a framework that will allow us to preserve and 
honor the distinction, the resources and the relationships we 
build and acquire. Flourishing partnerships combined with an 
ever-vigilant commitment to our greater mission are what our 
quest relies on now.

As we walk forward on our quest, we hold tight to the ten-
derness and tenacity, the uncertainty and anticipation that our 
sons, daughters, friends and neighbors demonstrate through 
investment in our venues. It is only through an exchange rich 
with these qualities that achieving a landscape for transforma-
tion, responsibility, empathy, empowerment, accountability and 
fairness is possible. It is this kind of exchange that gives birth to 
the moment when walking becomes dancing.

The exchange is ongoing.

To participate in the exchange, please use the enclosed 
envelope to send your tax deductible contribution.
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Corporate revenue   Amount
Balance from 2013  $2,782.58
Contributions  2,214.00  

total  $4,996.58

Corporate expenses  Amount notes
Business expense  $15.00  Registration Fee
Contract Services  1,226.25 Website Design
Garden Supplies  290.00 
operations  373.74 Annual Report
other expenses  700.76 Insurance, Misc. Costs

total  $2,605.75

business expense
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Contributions Balance from 
2013

July 1,  2013 – June 30, 2014 cre Ating l AnDscAPes  le Arning center ,  inc .  — Where  cur iou s

operations

garden
supplies

other expenses

contract services

contributors to the corPorAtion
 
Hugh D. & June M. Hanes
Robert L. Hyatt Family Fund 
J. Edward Johnson
Jonathan Miller Design
Kathy Roos 
Lou & Mary Wagner
Eleanor Weisman & Jay Hanes

Ou R S  i S  t h e  tA S k  of re-thinking educational practice. In 
particular, our work is distinguished by aesthetic learning.

Aesthetic learning encourages students to engage and un-
derstand through the senses and emotions as well as the critical 
mind. Like Maxine Greene (1917-2014), whose 1977 text Land-
scapes of Learning continues to inspire our work, we believe that 
creative thinking and robust imagining are the keys not just to 
an individual’s lifelong learning, but also to the flourishing of a 
democratic society.

Our non-sectarian Creating Landscapes Learning Center, Inc. 
currently comprises two intergenerational learning venues.

Creating Landscapes for Families is the learning venue 
where individuals learn to take time to nurture networks of 
relationships. Its creation provides opportunities for local 
families to participate in the kinds of shared experiences that 
have the potential to help people identify their needs, sense 
their value and take action to create meaningful change.

the Learning Center: k-6 School, a state-licensed, indepen-
dent elementary school, offers two non-traditional multi-age 
classrooms and a kindergarten. A diverse school community 
provides interdisciplinary thematic units and an exploration 
of creative processes particular to hands-on learning.

As we approach our fourth year we clearly understand our 
success depends on sharing resources with collaborative part-
ners—because without execution, vision is just hallucination. 
Partnerships with Allegheny College, the Crawford Central 
School District, the Unitarian Universalist Church and so many 
members of the greater Meadville community create conditions 
for:

•  Enhancing transformative learning

•  Encouraging communal responsibility and social empathy

•  Fostering individual empowerment, mutual accountability,
 and fairness.
The story of our corporation’s ongoing evolution as well as 

the evolution of our learning venues continues in this, our third 
annual report.

Janyce J. hyatt, Chair
November 2014
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Choosing a Moment…

At  i t S  h e A R t, Creating Landscapes for Families is—and always
  has been—all about ownership rather than membership. True 

to that spirit, our work this past year was filled with moments that 
brought families together to create and manage our school year 
program and our summer garden. The beauty of those moments 
is that they were each guided by honest reflection; tender consid-
eration of all voices at the table; and common sense grit. While 
families are content to hold on to what’s working, they are not 
afraid to change what needs to be changed. This past year, our 6th 
year together, was filled with many significant moments including:

•  Successful fundraising
•  Improved grades as a result of the after school program
•  Many meals for so many mouths
•  Meaningful collaborations with Allegheny students and
  the UU Church
•  Participation in the design of local community services

But there is one moment in time that defines our commitment 
to that balance of tenderness and tenacity. It was when the fami-
lies created a force that changed the face of their own urban land-
scape. And so the moment….

Families decided that it was time to move their community 
garden from the outskirts of town right into their own neighborhood. 
They found a city lot that had been vacant for five years and they 
imagined a garden. They imagined pathways leading into and 
through—curved pathways that would invite neighbors to “come 
on in” and pick a vegetable or two or just sit on benches for a 
while enjoying the artful serenity that can be found in a garden. 
So…confident in their own creative power to reach out, imagine, 
and make their voices heard, families gracefully took political ac-
tion. They approached City Council and asked for permission to 
take this dusty city lot and transform it into a place where families 
and neighbors could pull together—together bringing beauty and 
bountiful harvest into the backyard of local families. In that 
moment—thanks to “grassroots democracy in action”—change in 
law happened and the FIRST community garden on a vacant City 
of Meadville lot was established! And in that moment, the families 
of Creating Landscapes for Families knew they had been part of 
something big. THIS is the moment of which we are most proud.

We don’t know what next year may bring but we DO know that 
we can approach what lies ahead with tenderness and tenacity and 
that we can be the force that changes the face of our own future 
and the face of our community. We look forward to all of next 
year’s moments…

Joyce M. klasen
Education Director

2013–14 contributors to Families
Allegheny College/

Crawford Central Schools Collaborative Grant
Allegheny College dance and Movement Studies

Allegheny College Ministerial Fund
Babe Shelby Landscaping

yolanda Barco oncology Center
ChAPS

Bernadene R. & John Cooley Fund
 (Crawford heritage Foundation)

Crawford County human Services
Crawford County Juvenile Probation

John holter ensemble
david kunz and Second district elementary Class

Meadville Garden Club
Meadville Market house

Mowris tree Service
Parkhurst dining of Allegheny College

PnC Bank
Powell Sanitation

titusville toys
unitarian universalist Church Giving Fund

Ann Areson
tracy Auell

Joseph Barnhart
Cynthia Burton
Mela Calomino

Ronda Calomino
tamara Clark

Jim & Carmen emerson
Beth etter

Jon & erin o’day Frye
Peter & deborah Gifford Family

Paul Gosnell & Sue Sloss
John holter

Janyce hyatt
John & Jill hyatt and Family

Robert L. hyatt Family Fund
J. edward Johnson and igal horwitz

Robert & Joyce klasen
Vickie Lampe

danuta Majchrowicz
Reid & Mary Lynn Mauri and Family

Matt Mcelhinney
Joyce Milberg

Shannon ongley
Maria Roxberry and Children

Lisbet Searle-White
Anthony Warner

eleanor Weisman & Jay hanes
Linda Wetsell 

Mary Lib Whitney
Susan Wycoff

And the countless others who
 contributed anonymously—your

 gift made all the difference!  

Families revenue  Amount notes
Balance from 2013  $9,607.79 
Contributions  6,726.56 Donations, Grants, Restricted & In-Kind Donations
Fundraising Revenue  3,370.60 Spaghetti & Harvest Dinners, Vegetable Sales

total revenue   $19,704.95

Families expenses    Amount notes
equipment   $315.88 Maintenance/Repairs, Equipment
events  195.83 Fundraising 
Facilities & Building  823.40 Garden Supplies, Rent, Parking, Utilities
operations  7,701.21 Transportation to Garden, Printing/Copying, Honorariums,
     Supplies
other expenses  1,111.02 Insurance, Educational Scholarships, Misc.
Programming  2,299.24 Garden Supplies, Family Meal Supplies, Activity Costs,
     After School Snacks 

total expenses  $12,446.58
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t H e  l e A r n i n g  c e n t e r :  K – 6  i n D e P e n D e n t    s c H o o l

Where the life we learn with
merges
with the life we live

Th e  L e A R n i n G  C e n t e R —our school’s name says it all. 
As the director I reflect upon what makes our school, now 

beginning its fourth year, so very special. I notice it each morning 
as I come through our doors. I feel the energy, hear the laughter 
and see the joyful smiles on all those faces. I realize that what 
makes our school special is just this—our students, teachers, 
parents, grandparents, community members have come together 
to create an environment rich with the possibilities for learning. 
A safe and exciting place where our curiosity can lead us into 
the unknown and where we have the opportunity and pleasure 
of learning from each other.

Our community of teachers, families and friends come together 
to engage our students in the ART of learning. Over the years 
our learners have traveled through space with poetry, composed 
a song about the city they created, and choreographed a dance 
to reflect what they learned about animal habitats. As we begin 
the new school year our current theme is Home. While our 
younger students have mapped their neighborhood and created 
a bright, beautiful collage of all it takes to be a successful com-
munity, our older students have used drama to explore leaving 
one home and coming through Ellis Island to another. They 
have had the opportunity to experience a small glimpse into the 
uncertainty and hope some of their very own family members 
experienced when faced with the possibilities ahead of them.

So, as each of us—teachers, students, parents, grandparents— 
comes through the doors of The Learning Center, our home 
away from home, we do so with enthusiasm. Every day we 
experience the excitement inherent in possibilities for learning 
and collaboration ahead of us.

dana hunter yeager
Education Director

Photos on these pages by dan Winston and
emily Cicoca
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2013–14 contributors to the school
 

Acutec
Boot Box inc.

erie Bank
Gourmet Products Group

iP Services inc.
integrative therapies

Marquette Savings Bank
northern Mercer Co. Community Foundation

northwest Savings Bank
optical Filters uSA inc.

e.C. Stainbrook insurance
Weber harris Ford inc.

harry C. Winslow Foundation

elizabeth embrescia & daniel Angelino
Robert Angelino

Ann h. Areson
Joe Baker

nancy Bayless
daniel & Linda Bazylak

Robert & Sandra Bazylak
Melissa Booth

emily Boughton
david & Renee Boyd

James Bulman
Cynthia Burton

emil W. Calomino
Ronda F. Calomino

Paul & May Cosdon
Bernadette and Michael Crowley

Richard S. Curry
david & Rebecca dawson

Roxanne & david deMaison
Robert & Mary deyo

Michael & Regina dolsen
James & Colleen driggs

Lindsey Rivers & todd Garber
Ronald and Joyce Garrison

Amara Geffen
Chester & Susan Gerber

kenneth and isabel Gerber
Roger & Jacqueline Gildea

Stepheny Grashner
Mark & kristine haemer

irving & deborah hart
 donald harward

Richard & Barbara haskins
daniel hoal

Jeff hollerman
Robert L. hyatt Family Fund

Lynda k. Jacobs
timothy Joy

Charles & Carole Sue Lawrence
douglas and Charmaine Lodge

Maryelizabeth hart & Jeffrey Mariotte
S.S. Marley

Patricia Mcelhaney
Michael & diane McFadden

kevin & Lucille McGrath
John Mehler

Lloyd & Mary Michaels
david C. Miller

Susan M. neville
Robert & emily nicholson

Rochelle Persson
douglas & Jacqueline Peters

dr. Peter & Janice Pless
Rick Poski

Bob & Barb Power
Carol S. Prather

Ashraful & Jobaida A. Quadir
dianne M. Reaver

Susan R. Reaver
Lisbet Searle-White

oscar e. & Carol L. Seibel
Xieoling Shi

Bonnie & Richard Smith
emil M. Spadafore

Janelle A. Starr
Laura & Richard Starr
Matthew & Amy Starr

darlene & Rich Stutzman
Lurlene d. Sweeney

Roger and kathleen tachoir
kenneth A. unice

James & katryn Wallace
dorthea Warren

eleanor Weisman & Jay hanes
Mr. & Mrs. J. L. White

nancy & John Wiltrout
Mark yeager

Mary Beth & Brian yeager
Christopher & emily yochim

Miscellaneous

Contributions

Fundraising Revenue

School Fees

sChool revenue   Amount notes 
Contributions  $22,943.00 Donations, Grants,
     Restricted & In-Kind Donations
Fundraising Revenue  3,661.00
Miscellaneous  2,964.42
School Fees  132,637.51 Tuition, fees, scholarships 

total revenue   $162,205.93

sChool expenses  Amount notes
Business expense  $563.30 Advertising, Registration Fees
Communications  379.05 Postage
Contract Services  2,560.00 Acct. Fees, Substitute Teachers
equipment  2,084.66 Furniture
events  3,194.72 Fundraising and Other Events
Facilities and Building  17,718.99 Rent, Parking, Utilities
instructional Costs  87,156.11 Salaries, Taxes, Employee Benefits
operations  3,476.97 Printing/Copying, Supplies,  

     Telecommunications
other expenses  1,418.97 Insurance, Membership & Dues,  

     Misc.
Programming  11,875.18  Texts, Materials, Supplies, Field
     Trips, Other Education Materials

total expenses  $130,427.95

Facilities and 
Building instructional Costs

Business Expense
Communications

Other Expense 
Equipment

Contract Services
Events

Operations

Programming
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