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A  S i n c e r e  T h A n k  y o u  T o  A l l  w h o  h A v e  c o n T r i b u T e d !

cllcinc.

contributors to the 
corporation

Carolyn & Dale Anderson
Jennifer & Aaron Brady
June M. Hanes
Dianne L. Lawson
Jonathan Miller Design
Mary Spicer
Susan Wycoff
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learning center School
business donors
50 Miles to empty
  greg & Julie panchura
Aella Salon & Day Spa
Backwoods Belle Studios
  Tabitha Reagle
Bish Automotive Tire &  
 Service
Blooming Valley Landscape  
 Supply
Brookside Yoga
C&S Carpet Cleaning
Cannon’s Rib & Chophouse
Carpet glow professional
   Carpet & Upholstery  
 Cleaning
Chateau Christine
Cobblestone Cottage & 
 gardens, LLC
Confections of a
 Cake Lover
Counseling & Assessment  
  Services
Creative Bliss Craft &  
  photography By DeAnna
Creative Crust
Dairy Queen
erie Bayhawks
erie Otters
erie playhouse
erie Seawolves
Fluid Mind Counseling &
 Wellness Center
green Shoppe pA
griffin Motors Company
Hank’s
Harmony Formals
Harmony Motter   
 photography
Human Canvas Tattoo  
 gallery Ryan Clark
Ip Services
Iroquois Boating &
 Fishing Club
Jeron’s Jewelers
Julian’s Bar & grill
Knepp Buildings
M.R. Auctions LLC
MASH Sports Department
Meadville Area Federal  
 Credit Union
Meadville Area High School
Meadville Medical Center
Mickey’s Firehouse
Montana’s Rib & Chop  
 House
nexstar Broadcasting Inc.
pennsylvania Sandwich Co.
plaza Bowling Lanes
plaza express Car Wash
Riverside Brewing Co.
Scott enterprises
Sheckler Construction
Stephen p. Mizner Funeral  
 Home & Cremation
 Services, Inc
Subtle Zebra
  pJ Vogt

Tarot Bean Roasting   
 Company
The Academy Theatre
The Country Club
Three Berry Lane Farm
Usborne Books & More
  Jess Sakal
Vernon place
VooDoo Brewery
Windy Hill Wine Making
YMCA

learning center School 
individual donors
Ann Areson
Joe & Margaret Baker
Christopher Bakken
Lindsay Baxter
Hal & nancy Bayless
Robert & Sandra Bazylak
patricia Beers
Richard & Annette   
 Bernazzoli
Albert Berry
Thor & Lanie Bizzarro
Leslie Blake
Jeffrey & Jeanne Boswell
Christopher Boyer
Kathleen Brown
Carolyn Brown
James Bulman
William & Ruth Bywater
emil Calomino
Terri & David Chapp
Chris Chiesa
Jeffrey & Christy Clawson
Robert & Kathleen Cowan
Mike Crowley
Richard Curry
Richard & Debra Darcangelo
David & Bekcy Dawson
Jen DeMarco-Shaw
Catherine & Daniel   
 Deweese
Robert & Mary Deyo
patricia Drummond
David Dunkle
Wilma & guy Dunkle
glenn & phyllis Farren
Steven & patricia Ferry
Danielle & Chris Fettig
Doris Foster
graham & Bradley Fox
Melissa Fuller
Curtis & Beth garrison
Laurie gebhardt
Chester & Susan gerber
Jan & Tracy grayson
Matt & nausheen grimm
paul & edith grimm
Simon and nicole   
 gross-Camp
Mark & Kristine Haemer
Jay Hanes
Henry & Lori Harrison
Irving & Deborah Hart
Alexis Hart
Donald Harward
Ashley & Brian Harward
Brian Henry
Lowell Hepler
Melinda Hockensmith
Sarah & Max Holt
Deanna & Jason Howles
Sandra Hunder
Judson & Julie Hunter
David Hyatt

Jill & John Hyatt
Timothy & norma Joy
Jerome & Leslie Jurs
Jeffrey Kidwell
Stanley & Hope Koontz
Joni LaCaze
Anton & Maria Landl
David Maddy
Christian Maher
Dean & Tate Majette
pat Maloney
Christy & Ruth Mast
Jean & James McDonough
Monica Meehan
Rachel Meerson
John & Marquerite Mehler
Raymond Mehler
David Miller
John & Ashley Miller
nicholas & Andra Mulhearn
James & Mari Mullen
Susan neville
Robert & emily nicholson
David & gloria notte
Heidi Owens
Ajita & nitin patel
Jacqueline & Douglas  
 peters
Mark & Marisa phelan
peter & Janice pless
Rich & Janet polski
Maryanne plyler
Robert power
Carol prather
Valerie & Steve prince
Susan Reaver
Diane Reaver
Stuart & Kathleen Rothman
elizabeth & Charles Schiken
Joshua Searle-White
paul & Beckie Sheckler
Richard Sheckler
nancy Sheridan
Mary Ann Shoff
Marion & Camille Sleet
Debbie & Michael Sleet
Warren & Dawn Smith
Margaret Smith
Annie Socci
emil & Kathleen Spadafore
John & Kathryn Spataro
Cynthia Speegle
Donald & Carolyn Spiewak
Janelle Starr
Fran & James Stone
Kathleen & Roger Tachoir
Bruce Tomaselli
Jamie Triola
Kenneth Unice
Robert & Valerie Waid
Bath Watkins
eleanor Weisman
Max Weill
Charlotte Wellman
John & nancy Wiltrout
William & Anna Wolford
Brian & Therese Wolford
glen Wurst
Mark Yeager
Dana & Scott Yeager
Thomas & Constance 
Youngblood

creating landscapes 
for Families
July 2017–June 2018 

Allegheny College
 Dance Studies
Tracy Auell
Donna Baker
Ross & peggy Bell
Bish Auto
Mela Calomino
Ronda Calomino
Richard & Corinne Chafey
Julie Clements
Tamara Clark
Chris & Tammy Collins
Tracy Crawford
Crawford County Human  
 Services
Crawford County Systems
 of Care
Crawford Heritage   
 Foundation
Fibro Tool & gauge
Dillaman Auto Body
Sean & pat Donahue
ernst Conservation
pete gifford
The gifford Family 
 In Memory of 
 Debbie gifford
paul & Sue gosnell
Janyce Hyatt
John & Jill Hyatt
Integrity Auto Repair
Joann Fabrics
Anne Jones
Bob & Joyce Klasen
Deb Lehman
Christian Maher
Danuta Majchrowicz
Wally & Sherry Mason
Reid & Marylynn Mauri
pnC Bank
Dave & Sarah Roncalato
Lee Scandinaro
Vicki Shea
Jodi Sipos
Christin Smith
elizabeth Spadafore
Autumn Vogel
David Miller & Charlotte  
  Wellman
Lisbet Searle-White
eleanor Weisman & Jay Hanes
Sue Wycoff
Dana Yeager & Family

Also, throughout the year, 
more that $2000 was re-
ceived in free will cash 
donations offered at various 
celebrations (spaghetti 
dinner, soup sales, 
film4thought movie night 
dinners, harvest dinner).  
We thank all those who 
quietly, anonymously, and 
generously “filled our jar” 
—your support sustains us 
and your spirit inspires us.

creating landscapes 
for Families
early learning center
July 2017–June 2018
Bob Ackerman
Allegheny College
Ross & peggy Bell
Mela Calomino
Ronda Calomino
Robert & ellen Cass
Richard & Corinne Chafey
Chris Chaffee
gladys Corpuz
Chris & Tammy Collins
Tracy Crawford
Crawford County Human  
  Services
Crawford County Systems
 of Care
Crawford Heritage   
 Foundation
pat Ferrey
pete gifford
The gifford Family 
 In Memory   
 of Debbie gifford
paul & Sue gosnell
Janyce Hyatt
John & Jill Hyatt
Lizzy & Leah Hyatt
Anne Jones
Sharon Kaplan
gail Kelly
Bob & Joyce Klasen
Charmaine Koehler-Lodge
Deb Lehman
Danuta Majchrowicz
Wally & Sherry Mason
Reid & Marylynn Mauri
Amber Mosbacher
Mosbacher painting
patricia pardee
pathstones Senior
 employment program
pennsylvania Keystone Stars
pnC Bank
pnC grow Up great program
Charlotte Reedy
Cynthia Rhoads
gwendolyn, Meredith, and  
 Branwen Rhoads
Anne Shuttleworth
Jodi Sipos
Christin Smith
elizabeth Spadafore
Chuck Thom 
John & Helen Timo   
 Foundation
Unitarian Universalist  
 Church Families
Sue Wycoff
Dana Yeager & Children
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Annual Report 2018 | Creating Landscapes Learning Center, Inc.

Corporate revenue   Amount
Contributions  $558.74  

total  $558.74

Corporate expenses  Amount notes
Contract Services  300.00 Website
Memberships  150.00 
Travel   723.00
Operations  605.05 Annual Report
Other expenses  1,162.83

total  $2,940.88

Contributions

cllcinc. G o v e r n i n G  b o A r d

M e M b e r S  a n d  o F F i c e r S  o f
T h e  b o A r d  o f  d i r e c T o r S

Ann AReSOn, ph.D.
 Development Director
 Chair, Strategic planning Committee

BRYnYA BOWDen
 public Relations Director

JAY HAneS, ph.D.
 Safety Director

JAnYCe J. HYATT, D.ed., MFA
 Corresponding Secretary
 Chair, partnership Ad-Hoc Committee
 Coordinator, Creating Landscapes@Allegheny College

JILL HYATT, M.ed.
 Vice-Chair

JOYCe KLASen
 Creating Landscapes for Families
 Founder and Venue Director

DAVID MILLeR, ph.D.
 partnerships

SHAnnOn OngLeY, CpA
 Chair Finance Committee
 Venues Financial Committee

JACQUeLIne peTeRS, M.ed.
 Finance Committee

ROSS pRATHeR, esq.
parliamentarian, Chair, governance Committee
 Legalities

STUART ROTHMAn
 partnerships

eLIZABeTH SpADAFORe, esq.
 Chair, Legalities

CHARLOTTe WeLLMAn, ph.D.
 Recording Secretary

LInDA WeTSeLL
 Associate Finance Director

DAnA HUnTeR YeAgeR, M.A.
 K-8 Independent School
 Founder and Venue Director

M e M B e R S  a n d  O F F I C e R S  o f
T H e  B O A R D  o f  D I R e C T O R S  ’ 1 8 - ‘ 1 9

Ann AReSOn, ph.D.

CORInne CHAFeY M.ed.

JULIA FARe, M.S.
 Treasurer

peTeR gIFFORD

JAnYCe J. HYATT, D.ed., MFA
 Corresponding Secretary
 Coordinator, Creating LandscapesAllegheny College

JOYCe KLASen
 education Director Creating Landscapes for Families   
 and Families early Learning Center

WALLACe g. MASOn II M.ed.

STUART ROTHMAn

eLIZABeTH SpADAFORe, esq.
 Chair, Legalities

CHARLOTTe WeLLMAn, ph.D.
 Recording Secretary

TReASUReRS:
 Corporation: Julia Fare, M.S.
 Creating Landscapes for Families :
  Charmaine Koehler-Lodge
 Creating Landscapes early Learning Center:
  Corinne M. Chafey M.ed.
 The Learning Center K-8 School : 
  Shannon Ongley, CpA
 Food4Thought: peter gifford
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Photos by Dan Winston 

d e a r  F r i e n d s ,

Contract
Services

Memberships

Our 7th year at the creating landscapes learning center 
has been a year of transition as we harnessed the audacity 

to continue to imagine. 
This year, we approved two new learning venues: The Creat-

ing Landscapes for Families Early Learning Center and Food for 
Thought. These additions, along with the momentous growth 
of the other venues, gave rise to a structural reimagining. Each 
learning venue has designed a structure that allows it to be self-
managed and self-directed. Putting these structures in place 
has allowed the venues to find independence and autonomy. 
All the while, The Creating Landscapes Learning Center, Inc. 
continues to envelop these venues, ensuring that each one is 
thriving and supported in promoting our noble mission in this 
community.

Each year, we see the benefits of our work ripple through our 
streets, our blocks, our neighborhoods and our city. We see the 
faces of our children light up, their minds and hearts expand. 
We witness our community members taking ownership of both 
the difficulties facing us and also the resolutions. Each and 
every day, we are, in fact, creating new landscapes; landscapes 
of learning, landscapes of experience and landscapes of pos-
sibility. We are incredibly fortunate to have so much support 
from you. Please continue to imagine and create with us. You 
make it all possible.

elizabeth Spadafore, chair

Travel
Other expenses

Operations



Photos by Joyce Klasen

Families revenue  Amount notes
Contributions  $29,185.31 Donations & Grants
Film & Food 4 Thought  674.10 
Fundraising  2,187.10 Spaghetti & Vegetable Sales
School Fees  18,682.46 Tuition & Scholarships

total revenue   $50,728.97

Families expenses   Amount notes
Contract Services  706.12 Accounting & Other 
equipment  1,833.78 Repair, Maintenance & Furniture 
events  5,070.00 Fundraising 
Facilities & Building  7,170.15 Rent, Parking & Utilities 
Operations  5,199.47 Honorariums, Supplies
Other expenses  1,044.30 Transfer of Funds & Misc.
payroll  24,671.64 Salaries & Taxes
programming  1,513.21 Family Meal Supplies, After 
     School Snacks 

total expenses  $47,208.67

Creating Landscapes for Families

4
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Film &
Food4Thought Events

Since i t s  beginning in 2008 ,  the mission of Creating Land-
scapes for Families has always been to bring families togeth-

er…to experience the joy of working together while working 
toward a shared vision. It’s that simple. Back then, it was just 
a few people—two moms, a dad, and two grandmothers—who 
sat around a small table and shared hopes for their children and 
neighborhood. Along with those hopes, they imagined change. 
They made plans. Those plans were honest and realistic and 
that table may have been small but it was bubbling over with 
big conversation about skills, optimism, and reservations. In 
the fall of 2008, those families pushed their imagination into 
action! 

Through the years :

• Families After-School and Family dinner program has
 remained a place where twice a week children are supported
 in their schoolwork and families come together to prepare  
 and enjoy hot, healthy dinners.

• Families grow two community Gardens, which have provided
 beautiful gathering places for neighbors to share vegetables, 
 ideas, and life stories.

• And now… just this past year… creating landscapes for  
 Families early learning center opened its doors,offering  
 local families a state-certified FOUR STAR Quality Preschool  
 where children love to learn, teachers love to teach, and  
 families feel at home.

All the while—since 2008—those same families who formed 
the rock-solid foundation of Creating Landscapes for Families— 
Chris and Tammy Collins, Cheryl Dooley, Cheryl Johnson, and 

Rosemary Richardson—have remained at the table. And every 
day since our first day together, I am personally grateful that I 
sit at that table beside them. It is a table that has grown over 
the years—one that welcomes ALL and sees our differences as 
our biggest assets and our problems as “positive possibilities.” 
It is a table that keeps us humble through our vulnerabilities 
and a table that is grateful for opportunities to build relation-
ships and trust, and to engage in meaningful collaboration—
work to create something together—with local, state, and fed-
eral organizations. 

Those organizations include: Allegheny College Bonner 
Program; the Child and Adult Food Care Program; City of 
Meadville Redevelopment Authority; Crawford County Human 
Services; Crawford County Systems of Care; Crawford Heritage 
Foundation; Edinboro University; Fibro Tool; Pathstone Senior 
Citizen Employment Program; Pennsylvania Keystone STARS; 
Pennsylvania Department of Education PreK Counts program; 
PNC; and the Unitarian Universalist Church of Meadville. 

So I end this fiscal year by honoring those who sat at that 
very first table AND all those who have helped “grow” our 
table ever since. I hope—no, I believe—that Creating Land-
scapes for Families will continue to learn, be imaginative, be 
grateful, and be of service to others while holding true to our 
mission—bringing families together in the community to focus 
on positive possibilities. 

There is  always room at our table….

Joyce klasen 
education director – creating landscapes for Families

charmaine koehler-lodge, Treasurer

O U r  T a B L e

Fundraising

payroll

operations

contract
Services

Facilities &
Building

Contract
Services

Other Expenses

Programming

equipment

5
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Food4Thought  is a forum to nurture grassroots engagement 
and ACTION toward a well-fed, well-educated and resilient 

community.
Our collaborations permit us to connect with one another, 

learn from each other, and reach a broader audience within the 
community.

To date, our actions have been focused on three entities:
Grow Meadville’s mission is to support a network of commu-

nity gardens that promote growing food and bringing together 
(Meadville) community members of all ages.

Film4Thought’s agenda is to provide community and family 
engagement around films that grow thoughtful conversations in 
an accessible and pro-social atmosphere

The walk-able Meadville initiative is F4T’s newest ACTION 
PLAN. Currently evolving, its mission is to create safe and ac-
cessible (spaces and) pathways through the community.

Our Collaborative Partners each contribute $150 annually. 
They include:

Creating Landscapes for Families, My Meadville /Meadville 
Heart and Soul, Meadville Neighborhood Center, Parkside Psy-
chological, System of Care, Women’s Services, The Unitarian 
Universalist Church, the MARC Garden (formerly Community 
Wellness Initiative), and the now defunct Going Places and READ.

Additionally, Food4Thought has received funding from Craw-
ford Heritage Foundation and the Harry C. Winslow Founda-
tion. Our funders have supported signage construction and 
maintenance for Community Gardens, advertising and film 
rental fees for Film4Thought, and the cost of producing Grow 
Meadville’s Annual Harvest Garden Walk during the Fall Equi-
nox weekend.

The Pilot Park Project in summer ’18, funded by our collab-
orative partner Crawford County System of Care, was facilitated 
by Food4Thought. Discussions about the ongoing status of 
Food4Thought’s role in the Summer Park Project are ongoing….

wallace G. Mason ii,
chairperson : Food 4 Thought Governing board

Peter Gif ford, Treasurer

C reating landscapes for Families early learning center 
was founded at Jan Hyatt’s dining table in February 2017. A 

few of us were talking about the “once-in-five-year window of 
opportunity” that was scheduled to open in Spring 2018. This 
“window” would offer childcare centers and preschools the 
chance to apply for a PreK Counts grant through the PA Depart-
ment of Education. The PreK Counts grant would provide free 
access to high-quality early learning to families with 3 and 4 
year old children who fall in the economic gap between Head 
Start and private pre-schools. In our community many working 
families fall into this category. I wanted to know more.

As I listened and learned as a mother, grandmother, and early 
childhood educator, I had no doubt of the need for high qual-
ity early learning. I wanted to do my part so that ALL children 
could have access to a preschool which was “good enough for 
my grandchildren”—the highest bar imaginable. I also listened 
and learned as Education Director of Creating Landscapes for 
Families. I knew that this “window of opportunity” was open-
ing at EXACTLY the right moment for Creating Landscapes for 
Families. I knew that the resilience and the relationships built 
over our “almost ten years together” was all we needed to keep 
with our mission—bringing families together in the community 
to focus on positive possibilities—so we went to work!

ThrouGhouT The 2017/2018 FiScAl yeAr: 

• An Action Committee—Corinne Chafey, Pat Ferrey, Pete 
 Gifford, Jan Hyatt, Joyce Klasen and Deb Lehman—met  
 weekly and shared the load of work and deadlines…FAST  
 deadlines!

•	City Zoning was approved and we were off and running!  
 Space on the second floor of the Unitarian Universalist  
 Church was rented and remodeled with the generous hearts  
 and strong hands of many individuals, families, and com- 
 munity partners. Time, money and supplies flowed our way  
 when needed most.

•	Outstanding classroom staff was hired—Charlotte Reedy as  
 Director with Rosemary Richardson as Assistant. Hiring  
 those two was a defining moment as far as the QUALITY  
 of our school—I now KNEW that this school would meet my  
 personal standard—“good enough for my grandchildren.”

•	A partnership with a federal food program was put in place  
 to help with the cost of food for nutritious breakfast, lunch,  
 and snack and through a collaboration with Pathstone 
 (Federally funded program designed to employ Senior 
 Citizens), our children’s meals were being planned with lots  
 of “grandma” love and cooking experience!

•	Inspections—local, state, and federal—were held and found  
 us to be in good shape!

•	On December 4, 2017, we opened the door of Creating Land- 
 scapes for Families Early Learning Center to Hanna, our  
 very first preschooler!

•	By mid-May 2018, our school was bustling with eleven  
 preschoolers and was rated a STAR 4 Center—Pennsylvania’s  
 highest rating for quality. We were taken under the wing of  
 Edinboro University and were in a position to apply for Pre K  
 Counts grant.

•	By July, we received word that we DID receive PreK Counts  
 funding for eight preschoolers…the opportunity that began  
 the whole process was fulfilled. Plans for the 2018/2019  
 school year began…a preschool that offers high-quality  
 learning to ALL families—those who can pay privately and  
 those who can use a little help.

•	Creating Landscapes for Families Early Learning Center is a  
 place that grew quickly—It also grew well. It grew well be 
 cause children, families, staff, and community partners came  
 together to focus on the possibility of a place where children  
 love to learn, teachers love to teach, and families feel at  
 home. A place where, above all else, kindness matters.

 Positive possibilities….
Joyce klasen, education director
corinne chafey, M.ed., Treasurer

Film/Food4thought revenue Amount notes
Film4Thought  $300.00 Donations
Food4Thought  450.00 Donations
Fundraising  599.10 Film4Thought
grant   67.00 Film4Thought

total revenue   $1,416.10

Film/Food4thought expenses  Amount notes
Film4Thought  1335.00 Events 
events  57.15 Printing 

total expenses  $1,392.15

Families revenue  Amount notes
Child Care  4,402.15
Contributions  18,270.00 Donations
Contributions  563.13 Restricted
Food program Subsidy  466.24 
grants  1,800.00 
School Fees  9,891.31 Tuition

total revenue   $35,392.83

Families expenses   Amount notes
Contract Services  300.00 Accounting & Other 
Facilities & Building  1,682.15 Renovation 
Occupancy  5,296.00 
payroll  19,714.76 Salaries & Taxes
Supplies  4,080.00 Family Meal Supplies, After 
     School Snacks 

total expenses  $31,072.91

Creating Landscapes for Families
Early Learning Center

Food4Thought

i n  k e e p i n g  w i T h  O U r  m i s s i O n …V i s i O n / m i s s i O n / a C T i O n

Fundraising

Film4Thought

Events

Film4Thought

Food4Thought

Grant

Events
Contract 
   Services

payroll
Occupancy

Supplies

Food Program
Subsidy

Contribution 
Grants

Contributions
Child 
Care

School 
Fees
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The Learning Center: K–8 Independent School

Photos by Dana Yeager

sChool revenue   Amount notes 
Contributions  $36,546.39 Donations, Restricted 
     Donations (next school year)

Fundraising  27,689.41 Spring Bling, Merchandise Sale,
     Other 
Miscellaneous  1,564.56 
School Fees  271,380.59 Tuition, Fees, Scholarships 

total revenue   $337,180.95

sChool expenses  Amount notes
Business expense  $350.40 Advertising, Registration Fees
Communications  232.35 Postage
Contract Services  1,870.00 Accounting Fees, Substitutes
equipment  3,838.82 Furniture
events  9,135.03 Fundraising
Facilities and Building  27,016.87 Rent, Parking & Utilities
Instructional Costs  231,748.78 Salaries, Taxes, Benefits & Training
Operations  5,623.38 Printing/Copying, Supplies,
     Telephone
Other expenses  5,627.60 Insurance & Misc.
programming  9,793.22  Materials & Field Trips

total expenses  $295,236.45

Operations
Other Expenses
Programming

8 9
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Miscellaneous

Many of you know  that The Creating Landscapes Learn-
ing Center School was founded seven years ago with my 

own children in mind. I wanted a different educational experi-
ence for them than what was available in our small commu-
nity. It was astounding to me that we had 14 children, grades 
kindergarten through second, that first year—12 other families 
were also looking for something different! Now, as we enter 
our eighth year, we have 74 students attending The Learning 
Center ranging in grades kindergarten through eighth. Each 
year I continue to be astounded by the interest in our learning 
community.

I was recently asked the question if Creating Landscapes can 
change the way education happens. It has always been my be-
lief that we have an obligation to do what we can to make the 
world a better place—especially in our very own corner of the 
world. It is no secret that the United States educational system 
is experiencing challenges. But when I look at the projects that 
our students are producing, when I listen to the conversations 
they are having, when I watch the initiative they are taking and 
their involvement in community projects—and for those who 
are into numbers, when I see our test scores going up each year 
—I believe we have the opportunity to change the way educa-
tion happens.

We do things a little differently at The Learning Center. First 
of all we are a true learning community. It has taken all of us, 
working as a team, to bring about the success of this school. All 
members of our families, from the youngest to the oldest, take 
an active role. Our teachers, students, parents, and grandpar-
ents work together in a variety of ways and roles to make this 
school a success. This was never more evident than on June 
9th when we moved the school to our new temporary location. 
The support was overwhelming and the move was completed 
in a record three hours! Although we continue to look for our 
permanent home we are now settled into our cozy new space, 
which, inspired by the children’s enthusiasm for it, already feels 
like home.

Our multi-generational learning community is modeled from 
the school outward. It begins with our multi-age classrooms 
and then develops through the effort that is put into organiz-
ing opportunities for our oldest and youngest students to work 
together. The youngest students rise to the occasion of working 
with older students and our older students become mentors and 
teachers. The older students can see how they are inspiring the 
younger students to ask questions and solve problems creative-
ly. In fact, our new middle school students, The Voyagers, took 
the lead on many things this year like writing our newsletters, 
leading whole-school meetings, organizing their first school 
dance, and publishing the first Learning Center yearbook.

At The Learning Center we give our students the opportunity 
to be who they are. Multi-age classrooms allow this to happen 
naturally and academically. Children can work where they are 
challenged—they aren’t bored listening to repetition of material 
they’ve already mastered and are able experience success with-
out frustration. As they grow with the school their role is natu-
rally ebbing and flowing between that of student and teacher. 
Regardless of their role, each student knows that they have a 
voice at The Learning Center—their ideas are honored and their 
opinions matter. Our students always guide the curriculum. 

Their interests help determine the themes for the learning that 
happens at the school. Our “Through the Ages” theme came as 
a request from the history buffs, while our budding scientists 
spearheaded our “Mystery Science Theater 2018” theme… . 
lots of things exploding this year! We spent a day towards the 
end of the year with our whole school experiencing Hollywood 
Day! Not only did our students dress the part to walk the red 
carpet as they entered the school, they organized into multi 
age groups to write, edit, and publish scripts. They then had 
to take another group’s script and create costumes and props 
for that story. Then they moved to yet another script, with its 
set of costumes and props from other collaborators, and stage 
and filmed the movies. Every Learning Center student’s hand 
touched each film that was created that day. The end results 
were not only thoroughly enjoyed by all, they were quite 
impressive!

But the real reason I say that we can and are changing the 
way education happens is because of what our students are 
doing beyond the classroom walls. The Voyagers had their 
first overnight field trip where they spent three days and two 
nights at an environmental center in the Cuyahoga Valley in 
Ohio. Their learning was deep and their growth immense. But 
imagine the pride felt by all when one of our board members 
received a call from a representative from the center describing 
the great level of engagement and maturity that our students 
exhibited. We had other students from our Civic Engagement 
Club partner with the local Market House to create a beautiful 
mural to be enjoyed by the whole Meadville community. And 
we had several students take the initiative to collaborate with 
a local coffee shop, Tarot Bean, to organize a fund-raiser for 
the school which involved music and baked goods—both cre-
ated by the students—and, of course, coffee. These are just a 
few examples of how our students are taking what they have 
learned out into the world with them.

At The Learning Center we do what we can in our corner 
of the Meadville Community. Our teachers, our parents, our 
students share knowledge and experiences so that we can all 
learn and grow from one another. And beyond sharing informa-
tion, we share the process, the way learning happens. We want 
children to be curious and seek knowledge and share what we 
have learned. And that is what our students are doing as they 
engage with the community beyond the school. They are inspir-
ing new friends to ask questions. They are teaching others to 
seek knowledge. Our students are out there in the community 
making a difference and changing the way education happens.

dana hunter yeager, education director
Shannon ongley, cPA, Treasurer
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The Creating Landscapes IDeA  (1990 )

enABLeD by 
ALLegHenY COLLege (1990 –2018)

SuMMer lAndScAPeS 
The Summer Creating Landscapes Program (1990)
— where curious students and creative faculty play and learn together.

AeSTheTic educATion 
Aesthetic Education Programs for Educators (1990)
— where area educators discover the power of arts-infused learning as a viable 
path toward achieving twenty-first century learning skills.

enrichMenT collAborATion 
The Enrichment Collaboration for Middle and High School Students (1999)
— where Allegheny College Faculty and community professionals offer enrichment 
opportunities in the arts and sciences for area middle and high school students on 
twelve Fridays each academic year.

AdulT leArninG Force 
The Adult Learning Force in conjunction with the Enrichment Collaboration (2010)
— where adult learners participate with area high school students to reacquaint 
themselves with the best of liberal arts learning.

enABLeD in the  COMMUnIT Y by 
CReATIng LAnDSCApeS LeARnIng CenTeR InC. (2009–2018)

A non-sectarian, non-profit organization that extends creative and active inquiry to
intergenerational learners. Our work is distinguished by aesthetic learning, which 
engages the senses and emotions in addition to the critical mind.

lAndScAPeS for  FAMilieS 
Creating Landscapes for Families (2009)
— where families wholeheartedly navigate LIFE together, sharing the load.

k– 8 indePendenT School 
The Creating Landscapes Learning Center K–8 Independent School (2011) 
— where children, parents and educators create a rich learning environment that 
nurtures and grows our future leaders.

Food 4 ThouGhT
Home of Grow MEAdvILLE, Film 4 Thought, walk-able Meadville (2018)
— where collaborators gather to nurture grassroots engagement and action toward 
a well-fed, well-educated and resilient community.

FAMilieS eArly leArninG cenTer
(2018)
— where children love to learn, teachers love to teach and families feel at home. 
A 4 STAR Early Learning Center for children 3-5 years old offering Pre-K Counts 
and wraparound care.

The schools of Creating Landscapes Learning Center, Inc. admit students of any 
race, color and/or any ethnic origin.     December 2018

The 
Audacit y

of
Imaginat ion

i n T e r G e n e r AT i o n A l  l e A r n i n G  a t  t h e  i n T e r FA c e  o f  i M AG i n AT i o n  a n d  c r i T i c A l  T h i n k i n G

Root Suppor t

•
 C

R
e

A
T I n g  L A n D S C

A
p

e
S

 •

TH e  I D e A•
 C

R
e

A
T I n g  L A n D S C

A
p

e
S

 •

TH e  I D e A

S u M M e r  l A n d S c A P e S 

A e S T h e T i c  e d u c AT i o n 

e n r i c h M e n T  c o l l A b o r AT i o n 

A d u lT  l e A r n i n G  F o r c e

co
n

n
e Au

T  S
ch

o
o

l  d
i S

T r i c
T

c r Aw
F o

r d
 c

en
T r A l  S

ch
o

o
l  d

i S
T r i c

T

P en
n

cr e S T  S
ch

o
o

l  d
i S

T r i c
T

c r Aw
F o

r d
 co

u
n

T y  h
u

M
A n

 S e rv i c e S

u
n

i TA r i A n
- u

n
i v e r S A l i S T  ch

u
rch

l A n d S c A P e S  f o r  FA M i l i e S 

k – 8  i n d e P e n d e n T  S c h o o l 

enabled by 
Cr e aTing
L andsCapes
L e arning
CenT e r
inC.

enabled by

aLL egh en y
COLL eg e

a
L

L
e

g
h

e
n

y
 C

O
L

L
e

g
e

co
M

M
u

n
i T y  co

n
T r i bu

To
r S

FA M i l i e S  e A r ly  l e A r n i n G  c
e n T e r

F o o d  4  T h o u G h T 


